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Events LL

FEB 13  Science Fair 6:00 pm
Bake Sale

FEB 15 Turn in Dues Letter

FEB 18-22 NO SCHOOL

FEB 27 SLT Meeting 3:15pm

FEB 28 PA General Meeting
7pm

FEB 29 Family Yoga Night
6:30 pm

MAR 4-5 Math Exam 3,4,5

MAR 6 Executive Board
Meeting 6 pm
Comm. Meeting
7 pm

MAR 10-11
Math Exam 6,7,8

MAR |3 PT Conferences

Staff Appreciation
Dinner

MAR 20 PA General Meeting
7 pm
MAR 21 NO SCHOOL

MAR 25 School Tour

PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE

MENSAVJE DE LA PRESIDENTE

Backpack News

Hudson Cliffs PA Newsletter February 2008

President’s Message

Dear Parents and Guardians,

As | recall how busy we all were during the holidays, | can't help but think how important it is to spend
quality time with our children. Even if it is only five, ten, or fifteen minutes, our children are looking for

and truly value our attention. They need some special time with us.

| find that the best times to provide quality time at my household is during meals (assuming we can all sit
down together), where we exchange stories of what happen throughout the day; and during bedtime,
when we read bedtime stories. However, quality time is really anytime that we are able to focus on our

children (for example, the walk to school or to the supermarket or the ride to a friends home).

The time that we share with our children is truly precious. It helps us to bond with one another and more
importantly it helps us to shape our children's character. Truth be told, our children are always learning

and always looking for ways to get our attention.
Let's enjoy our children by spending quality time together!

Kathy Brito
PA President

Mensaje de la Presidente

Estimados Padres,
Al acordarme de que tan ocupados todos estuvimos durante el mes de Diciembre, solo puedo
pensar en lo importante que es pasar tiempo con nuestros hijos. Aunque sean solamente cinco, diez o
quince minutos, nuestros hijos buscan y valoran nuestra atencion. Necesitan nuestro tiempo y atencion.
En mi experiencia, los momentos mas oportunos para dar atencién a mis hijos son cuando co-
memos juntos y contamos sobre como nos han ido nuestros dias, y durante la hora de dormir cuando

leemos juntos. Pero realmente cualquier tiempo que podemos enfocarnos en nuestros hijos es tiempo que

vale.
El tiempo que pasamos con nuestros hijos es sumamente 8 2 614 3
importante. Ayuda a fortalecer el enlace que tenemos con 3 7 4
ellos y a formar sus caricteres. Nuestros hijos siempre 9 | 7 | 4 | 5 | | 1 |
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Daily SuDoku for Kids: Mon 4-Feb-2008 hard
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NOTICIAS DE LA ESCUELA SCHOOL NEWS

SCHOOL SPOTLIGHT

Library Update by Rose Ellen Neidish

P.S./I.S. 187 is the recipient of
the National Endowment for
the Humanities (NEH) Picturing
America Grant that was applied
for last year by Ms. Ruth Gat-
ton, former parent coordina-
tor. NEH, in cooperation with
the American Library Associa-
tion, has donated to the ES
Library a portfolio of 40 lami-
nated large scale reproductions
of famous (and not so famous)
pieces of art. The goal of Pic-
turing America is to promote
the teaching, study, and under-

standing of American art and
history.

The grant includes a resource
booklet with information on
each piece of artwork as well
as lesson plans and thoughts for
discussion.

Come visit the Elementary
School Library during the Open
Library After School Program
from 2:40-4:30 on Tuesdays
and get to know America
through the eyes of our artists.

Backpack News

The Fundraising Committee Needs Your Help!

La Biblioteca escrito por Rose Ellen Neidish

P.S./1.S. 187 recibié una dona-
cion del Patrimonio Nacional
para las Humanidades (NEH
por sus siglas en Ingles) Pintan-
do America que fue solicitada el
afio pasado por Ms. Ruth Gat-
ton, la previa Coordinadora de
Padres. EI NEH en coordina-
cién con la Asociacion Ameri-
cana Bibliotecaria ha donado a
la Escuela Intermedia un porta-
folio de 40 reproducciones de
famosos cuadros de arte. El
propésito de Pintando America
es promover la ensefanza,
estudio y entendimiento de el

arte y la historia americana.

La donacién incluye un docu-
mento con informacion sobre
cada uno de los cuadros de
arte asi como guias de ensefan-

Za y puntos para discusion.

Venga a visitar a la biblioteca de
la Escuela Primaria durante el
Programa de “After School” de
Biblioteca Abierta cada Martes
de 2:40 a 4:30 y conozca a
America por medio de la pers-

pectiva de nuestros artistas.

The P.A.’s Fundraising Committee is setting new goals and explor-
ing new avenues of funding. Come share your talents and help
make a difference in the school by volunteering for one of these

new sub-committees:

®  The School Liaison Team: communicate and follow up
with teachers to discuss programs to fund.
The Research Team: research organizations known to
give to educational institutions.

®  The Grant Writing Team: write grants based on infor-
mation provided by School Liaison and Research teams.

®  The Follow up Team: maintain communication & nurture
relationships with foundations, donors and grantors.

®  The "Donors Choose" Team: become familiar with
"Donors Choose" program/website to help teachers obtain
funding.
The “Materials for the Arts” Team: identify teacher’s
arts needs and help pick-up and distribute supplies.

®  Community Events Team: Help build school and com-
munity spirit with events that are FUN and make money for

the school.
® The 501c3 Team: help create a 501¢3 (a non for profit
organization) to benefit our school.

Please direct questions to:
ps187fundraising@yahoo.com or call the P.A. at 212-465-7517.

WA

El Comité de Recaudacion Necesita Su Ayuda!

After School Enrichment Programs

The administration for P.S./L.S.
187 has been listening to par-
ents’ concerns and has re-
sponded by introducing a num-
ber of new afterschool enrich-
ment programs this year.
These programs include:

Elementary School:
Art, Science, Technology, Span-

ish (2nd, 3rd, 4th grades)
Bookmaking, and Math Test
Prep (3rd & 4th grades)

Intermediate school:
Guitar (7 & 8)
Playwriting ( 5th)
Greek

Spanish

Japanese

Team building

Drama / Dance

Chess

Intramural Basketball

Art Club

Sculpture

Technology (6th grade)
Math tutoring (7th grade)
Small group Math instruction
(8th grade)

El Comité de Recaudacion de Fondos esta fijando nuevas metas y
buscando nuevos recursos. Comparta sus talentos y inscribase a

uno de los nuevos sub-comites:

®  El Equipo de Enlace con la Escuela: discuta con los
maestros programas para financiar.

®  El Equipo de Investigacion: busque informacion sobre
donantes a instituciones educativas.

®  El Equipo de Elaboracion de Propuestas: escriba solici-
tudes usando informacion recogida por los equipos de enla-
ce e investigacion.

®  El Equipo de Seguimiento: mantenga comunicacion y
nutra relaciones con fundaciones, donantes y donatarios.

®  El Equipo “Donantes Escogen”: Familiarizase con el
programa y el sitio de web y ayude a maestros a obtener

fondos.

®  El Equipo “Materiales Para los Artes”: |dentifique las
necesidades de los maestros y ayude a recoger y distribuir
utiles.

®  El Equipo de Eventos Comunitarios: Ayude a fortalecer
el espiritu escolar y comunitario con eventos divertidos que
recauden fondos para la escuela.

®  El Equipo 501c3: Ayude a crear una organizacion sin fines
de lucro para beneficiar a nuestra escuela.

Por favor dirije preguntas a:
ps187fundraising@yahoo.com o llame al AP al 212-465-7517.
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Did you know that January is Oatmeal Month?

El Dia de Elecciones en PS/IS 187 es un gran éxit0  Fun Facts:

Gracias al apoyo y desempeiio de
los padres, administradores,
maestros, personal de seguridad y
voluntarios, el dia de elecciones
en PS/IS 187 es un gran éxito.
Mientras cantidades de adultos

rante el dia. ®  January is the month when we buy more oatmeal than any

" th th
No pudiéramos haber other mon

pedido un dia mejor. PS/

®  An |8 oz box of oatmeal contains about 26,000 rolled

IS es lo mayor! oats

®  Oats were one of the earliest cereals cultivated by man as

pasaron por la cafeteria para Xo b X0 38 X0 far back as 2000 B.C. in China
ioti oY N T X
desenvowe,r; su det.>'<‘ar PatrloFlca’ #’})}:}x}-ﬁz}ﬁk} ®  80% of U.S. households have oatmeal in their cupboard
nuestros nifios y nifas estuvieron ]
en un ambiente académico seguro ”ﬁn'nﬁﬂ’%ﬁ' ®  Oatmeal is good for you! It helps to lower you cholesterol
hacienda sus actividades usuales e and LDL (“the bad cholesterol”) and can help keep your arteries
B

clean and healthy

de aprendizaje .
®  Oatmeal is a whole grain product and contains the entire
grain kernel including: the bran (provides fiber, B vitamins, and
trace minerals), the endosperm (provides energy — carbohy-
drates and protein) and the germ (provides nourishment for the

seed — antioxidants, Vitamin E, and B Vitamins).

Y el postre del dia de elecciones
fue que la Asociacion de Padres
recaudo $1,100 de la venta de
refrescantes y donaciones. Gra-
cias a todos que ayudaron con
sus donaciones y su tiempo du-

JUST FOR FUN

RECAUDACION

FITNESS & NUTRITION FUNDRAISING

Election Day proves to be a huge success at PS/IS 187

Thanks to the support and
hard work of the parents,
administrators, faculty, secu-
rity and volunteers; election
day at PS/IS 187 turn out to
be a huge success. As scores
of adults parade through the
cafeteria in order to perform
their patriotic duty, our chil-
dren were in a safe academic
environment engaging in their

customary learning activities.

The icing on the cake during

election day, was that fact
that PA was able to raise
$1,100.00 from the sale
of refreshment and
donations. Thank you to
all who were able to
chip in by donating
goodies and of course
"manning" the refresh-
ment table throughout

the course of the day.

We really could not
have asked for a more
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perfect day. PS/IS 187 truly
"Rocks" thanks to all of you!

eie

Join us for Family Yoga Night
on Friday, February 29th from
6:30 — 7:45 pm in the P.S/LS. 187
Cafeteria. Admission is Abso-
lutely Free and open to all fami-
lies in the school. Bring your child
(ren) to this fun and relaxing class
for some gentle stretching and
breathing exercises. No experi-

ence is necessary.

Venga a la Noche Familiar de
Yoga el viernes, 29 de febrero
de 6:30 a 7:45 en la cafeteria de
PS/IS 187. La entrada es comple-
tamente gratis y abierto a todas
las familias de la escuela. Traigan
a sus hijos(as) a este clase diverti-
do y relajante para ejercicios de
estiracion y respiracion. No es
necesario tener experiencia.
—_

The School Nutrition Committee

The Nutrition Commit-
tee wants to know what the
kids in our school like to eat
and will be giving surveys to

kids in the school to find out.

The kitchen staff and our
School Food representative
(from the DOE) are inter-
ested in the results of the
survey to help adjust the
school menu to offer more of
what our kids want to eat.
School Food would like to
see more of the kids eating
the school lunch and is mak-
ing some special food choices

available on special upcoming
dates: Feb. 11 for the 100"

Day of School and on Feb. 27
to celebrate National African-

American History month.

If you have a question for the
Nutrition Committee, contact
our Parent Coordinator,
Denise Rosa at 212.927.8218,
ext. 159 or e-mail
drosa5@schools.nyc.gov.

El Comité de Nutricion

El Comité de Nutricion
quiere saber que les gusta a
los niflos comer y hara en-

cuestas para enterarse.

Los empleados de la cocina y
nuestro representante de
Comida Escolar (del Depto
de Educacion) usaran los
resultados de la encuesta
para ajustar a los mends y
ofrecer mas de lo que los
nifios quieren comer. El Dep-
to de Educacién quisiera que
mas nifnos comieran la comida
escolar y esta preparando
platillos especiales para fechas

importantes venideros: el | |
de Febrero para el dia cente-
nario de escuela y el 27 de
Febrero para celebrar el mes
de Historia Africano-

Americano Nacional.

Si tiene cualquier pregunta
para el Comité de Nutricion
comunicase con la Coordina-
dora de Padres Denise Rosa
al 212-927-8218, ext. 159 o

mande correo electrénico a
drosa5@schools.nyc.gov.




P.S./1.S. 187
HUDSON CLIFFS

P.S./L.S. 187 Hudson Cliffs School
349 Cabrini Boulevard

New York, New York 10040
212-927-8218

Voicemail: 212-465-7517
PA e-group

To subscribe, send a blank
message to:

ps187pa-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com

with a note about your child’s
full name, grade, and room

number.

Visitus online at

www.ps187pa.com

Backpack News

Backpack News is a monthly publi-

cation of the Parents’ Association
of Hudson Cliffs School P.S./LS.

187. Its purpose is to inform par-

ents of events at the school and the

PA, volunteer opportunities, and
other important information in a

timely manner.

President

Kathy Brito

VP Int School

Stevie Ray Dallimore

VP Elem School

Francesca Di Mauro

PA General Meeting

Ms. Chory informed parents that she has
requested authorization from the Board of Educa-
tion to make February 5% a professional develop-
ment day which would mean a school closure. The
school cafeteria will be used on election day and
handling school meals and the regular movement
of students on that day will be extremely difficult.
Ms. Chory described upcoming events in February
as well as the new after school enrichment pro-
grams.

The Treasurer gave the bi-monthly fi-
nancial report. She noted that less money was
raised through the fall fundraiser this year than
last but the deficit was partly offset by increased
revenue from picture sales. A copy of the dues
letter to be soon sent to parents was distributed
for review and comment. It was noted that the
suggested amounts for donations were higher this
year than in past years. It was also noted that the
letter states that all parents are members of the
PA and that contributions are voluntary.

The membership voted to authorize the
fundraising/grant writing committee to explore
various potential fundraising activities and events
for the spring, including a talent show, selling bas-
ketballs, a car wash, cookbook and spring carnival.
The membership was updated on the status of
several grant proposals, of efforts to establish a
501¢3 and the strategic planning process under-
way for future fundraising efforts.

The School Leadership Team is working
on the Comprehensive Education Plan and a sur-
vey will be sent in the next week to parents. Par-
ents will be strongly encouraged to complete the
survey since it will enable the SLT to monitor

progress towards achieving specific goals.
The wish list will be granted this year to

grades and departments rather than to teachers.
Priority will be given to field trips and certificates
will be granted at the teachers’ appreciation din-
ner.

Working together for our children, our school, and our community.

Resumen del Reunion de 1a AP

La Sra. Chory informo a los padres que la escuela
posiblemente estara cerrada el 5 de Febrero (Dia
de Elecciones) para capacitacion profesional para
los maestros ya que la cafeteria sera usada para
las maquinas de votar y eso dificultara el movi-
miento de estudiantes y los tiempos de almuer-
zo. La Sra. Chory también dio un resumen de las
actividades en Febrero y de los programas nue-
vos de enriquecimiento de “after school.”

La Tesorera dio su informe bi-mensual.
El “Fall Fundraiser” recaudo menos dinero que
en afios anteriores pero la fotografia de estudian-
tes y salones de clase recaudo mas. Se distribuye-
ron copias de la carta de cuota que sera manda-
do a los padres para que los padres presentes lo
vieran. Se noto que los montos sugeridos para
donaciones son mas altos este afno, pero se noto
también que esta claramente indicado en la carta
que todos padres son miembros del Asociacion
de Padres y que las donaciones son voluntarias.

El comité de recaudacion de fondos fue
autorizado a investigar varios eventos y activida-
des posibles para recaudar fondos en la primave-
ra. Se informo a la membresia acerca del estado
de varias solicitudes para donaciones, los esfuer-
ZOs para crear una organizacion sin fines de lucro
para recaudar fondos para la escuela y del proce-
so de planeamiento estratégico para recaudacion
que esta tomando lugar.

El Equipo de Liderazgo Escolar esta
elaborando el Plan Educativo Comprensivo y se
le pedira a los padres que llenen una encuesta. La
cooperacion de padres sera fuertemente solicita-
do ya que la encuesta sera una herramienta muy

importante y Gtil de monitoreo.
La Lista de Deseos (Wish List) sera

distribuido este ano a grados y departamentos en
vez de a maestros individuales y se priorizaran las
excursiones escolares. Se daran certificados du-
rante la Cena de Aprecio a los Maestros.

Treasurer

Luisa Diorio
Recording Sec.

Kirsten Cowal
Comm. Sec.

Marci Stringham
UPA Delegate

Juan Carlos Brito

Programas de Enriquecimiento

La Administracion de P.S./1.S. 187 ha escuchado las preocupaciones de los padres y para responder
ha introducido varios programas de enriquecimiento en las horas después de la escuela. Estos in-
cluyen:

Escuela Primaria:

Arte, Ciencia, Tecnologia, Espanol (2do, 3ro y 4to grados)

Elaboracion de Libros y Preparacion para las Pruebas de Matematicas (3ro y 4to grados)

Please submit information for the
newsletter to Marci Stringham
through the PA Mailbox in the Main
Office, or send an e-mail to

marci@stringham.name.
Submission deadline is the 20th of

Escuela Intermedia:

Guitarra (7to y 8vo grados), Escribiendo Obras de Teatro, Clases de Greco, Espanol y Japonés,
Trabajo en Equipo, Teatro/Baile, Ajedrez, Basquetbol Inter escolar, Club de Arte, Escultura, Tec-

nologia (6to grado), Tutoria de Matematicas (7to grado), Ensehanza de Matematicas en Grupos

each month.

Pequenos (8vo grado).

EN LA ESCUELA




