Calendar

Upcoming Events

June 2, 3 Grade 8 — Social
Studies Exam

June 2 PA Elections
7:30-8:30 am, 2:30-4:00 pm,
7:00 — 8:00 pm

June 4 No School
Professional Development
for Teachers;
Spaghetti Dinner for
Kindergarten 2009- 2010
6:30 pm

June 5 County Fair K—8th
Grades

June 9 Kindergarten Festival
& Moving Up Ceremony;
Half Day for Students
watch for flyer for dismissal

June 10 School Leadership
Team Election 7:30-8:30am,

PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE
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Dear Parents & Guardians,

It's been an eventful year; its ups and downs have laid the ground for increased and improved
communication, more focused parent involvement and more directed fundraising.

Thanks to the assistance and mediation that the administration, the SLT and the PA have
received from various support organizations, | am hopeful that the next school year will see
growth and transparency as we all collaborate to support what's already in place while working
to bring about the necessary improvements that will allow our children to thrive.

| look forward to another year as PA President and wish EVERYBODY a fun, relaxing summer.

Francesca Di Mauro
PA President

fdimaps | 87 @gmail.com

2:30 4:00 pm, 7:00-8:00 pm;
School Leadership
Team meeting 3:15 pm
June Il Perfect Attendance
Breakfast
June I5 Grade 4 Moving Up
Ceremony;
Half Day for Students
watch for flyer for dismissal;
Family Yoga Night 7:00 pm
June 18 8th Grade
Graduation;
PA General Meeting
and PARTY!!! 7:00-8:30 pm
June 19 8th Grade Algebra
Regents Exam
June 22 Pre-K Ceremony
June 26 Last Day of School!
Half Day for Students -
watch for flyer for dismissal

Please Note: Calendar dates are
subject to change. For the most up-
dated information, check the calendar
on our Web sitehttp://ps187pa.com/
index.html or leave a message on PA
Voicemail at 212-465-7517.

MENSAVJE DE LA PRESIDENTE

Estimados Padres y Guardianes:

Este ha sido un ano lleno de acontecimientos que ojala conduciran a mejoramientos en comuni-
cacion, involucramiento de padres y recaudacion de fondos.

Gracias al respaldo y la mediacion que varias organizaciones de apoyo han proporcionado a la

administracion, el equipo de liderazgo escolar y la asociacion de padres, tengo confianza que el
ano venidero traera consigo crecimiento y transparencia mientras que colaboramos para apor-
tar lo que ya tenemos en lugar y trabajamos para lograr los cambios necesarios para que todos

nuestros hijos(as) rebosan.

Estoy complacida de servir otra vez como presidente de la asociacion de padres el aho que en-
tra y deseo a TODOS un verano relajante y divertido.

Francesca Di Mauro
PA Presidente
fdimaps | 87 @gmail.com

Sovereign Associates, Inc

Gregory Healy,

Principal Broker

Direct: 917-709-1491

Fax: 212-202-4731
www.Sovereignrealestate.com
ghealy@Sovereignrealestate.com

Gregory Healy 917.709.1491
Pinehurst Ave.

+=-+ Sovereign Associates, Inc. IR
F Cabirini Blvd.
Real Estate Brokers Linda Rhodes 212.300.6997

Magaw Place
Tonya Reeves 347.860.1919

Hillside Avenue
Annie Hawkins 917.771.0172

West 225th Street




Page 2

WS

SCHOOL NE
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Get Your Kids Moving!

How your children spends their out-of-
school hours has a direct impact on fitness.
One way you can encourage them is to set
a good example. [f you can find physical
activities to do together, your child might
be more motivated. Here are some spe-
cific steps you can take:

I. Limit TV-watching and video game play-
ing—no more than two hours a day—for
both kids and adults in the family.

2. Give your child “fitness” gifts for birth-

days—anything from jump ropes to in-line
skates.

3. Make birthday parties something physi-

cal. Indoor climbing gyms are popular with
the younger set. Older kids might like ice

skating, bowling, or facilities with climbing
walls, which have become the “in” thing.

4. Walk with them instead of driving when-
ever possible.

5. Make family weekends and vacations
active ones. Take a bike ride, swim, or go
hiking.

6. Offer lessons in tennis, horseback riding,
or some other activity they want to try.

— FamilyEducation.com
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E.S. Character Education
Teacher, Ms. Varieur

BackPack News: OK, so what exactly is
“character education”?

Ms. Varieur: (laughs) A lot of parents have
asked me that and some are suspicious...how
exactly are you are you educating my child?
Basically, it is the social studies curriculum,
but a little different. So we started by talking a
lot about families, but with a focus on what is
unique about families and how every family is
different. Some families have one mom and no
dad, some have two moms, etc. | try to em-
phasize that we should be proud of being
unique and that unique is good. The main

focus has been on families.

BPN: What else do you talk about?

Ms. Varieur: We also talk about manners,
being a good friend, being kind. We also talk
about communities. So we covered who
community helpers are, for example, the sani-
tation workers, police officers. We discuss
what they do and how important they are to
our community. We call them “community
helpers” and we talk a lot about the impor-

tance of those jobs.
BPN: So are the children not getting the
social studies curriculum?

Ms. Varieur: The classroom teachers

deliver social studies, but | deliver an en-
richment component in “character educa-

tion” which is really about being nice,
respectful.

BPN: Well, that is important!

Ms. Varieur: It sure is.

BPN: Do all children get “character
education”?

Ms. Varieur: No, it is just for K and Ist
grade.

BPN: Oh, can we get the scope and se-
quence off the web?

Ms. Varieur: No, | use the social studies
but enhance it.

BPN: OK, so it is really there to enhance
tolerance and understanding among the
youngest students?

Ms. Varieur: Right, and | think it works
and they are making the connections. Ms.
Hovde reported that while reading a story
she described a family that was not tradi-
tional, and one of the children said that
they were “unique” and that was a good
thing.

BPN: Thank you for your time.

Ms. Varieur: You are welcome!

Ponga a su hijo(a) en mocion!

La manera en la cual sus hijos(as) pasan el
tiempo cuando no estan en escuela tiene
un impacto directo sobre su buen estado
fisico. Poniendo un ejemplo y haciendo

actividades juntos puede motivarlos. Aqui

hay algunas sugerencias:

I. Limite el tiempo los nifios y adultos vean
television o usen juegos de video a dos

horas diarias.

2. Den regalos de cumpleaiios que sean de
ejercicio, tal como patines o salta cuerdas.

3. Organize fiestas de cumpleafios activos.
Gimnasios con paredes para escalar son
populares asi como patinaje de hielo y

boliche.

4. Camine con sus hijos(as) en vez de ir en
automovil lo mas que pueda.

5. Sea activo durante fines de semana y
vacaciones. Vaya en bicicleta, haga natacion

O vaya en caminatas.

6. Ofrezcales a sus hijos(as) lecciones en
tenis, equitacion u otra actividad que quis-
ieran intentar.

— FamilyEducation.com

E.S. Maestra de Educacion
de Caracter, Ms. Varieur

BackPack News: Bueno, de que se trata
educacion de caracter?

Ms. Varieur: (riendose) Muchos padres me
han preguntado eso y algunos estan sospecho-
sos ... que es exactamente lo que le estas
ensenando a mi hijo(a)? Basicamente, es el
curriculo de ciencias sociales pero un poquito
diferente. Empezamos por hablar sobre fa-
milias pero con un enfoque en que es lo que
es Unico de cada familia y como cada familia
es diferente. Una familia tienen una mama y
no un papa, algunos tienen dos mamas, etc.
Trato de enfatizar que debemos tener orgullo
en ser unicos y que ser Unico es bueno. Pero

el enfoque primario ha sido en familias.

BPN: Y de que mas hablaron?

Ms. Varieur: Hablamos sobre modales, ser
buen amigo y ser amable. También hablamos
sobre comunidades. Cubrimos, por ejemplo,
quienes son los ayudantes comunitarios, por
ejemplo, los trabajadores sanitarios, las po-
licias, etc. Discutimos que hacen y lo impor-
tante que son para la comunidad. Los llama-
mos ayudantes comunitarios y hablamos

mucho sobre la importancia de lo que hacen.

BPN: Asi que los nifios(as) no estan recibi-

endo el curriculo de ciencias sociales?

Ms. Varieur: Los maestros de salon de
clase ensefan ciencias sociales. Lo que yo
hago es dar enrequecimiento en educacion
de caracter que se trata de ser amable y

respetuoso.
BPN: Y bueno eso es muy importante!

Ms. Varieur: Claro que si.

BPN: Todos los nifos(as) reciben educa-
cion de caracter?

Ms. Varieur: No, solo los de kinder y
primero.

BPN: Podemos sacar informacion del
web?

Ms. Varieur: No, yo uso ciencias sociales
pero lo amplio.

BPN: Asi que realmente esta ahi para
ampliar tolerancia y entendimiento entre
los estudiantes mas jovenes?

Ms. Varieur: Correcto, y pienso que
trabaja y estan haciendo las conecciones.
Ms. Hovde relat6 que una vez que contaba
un cuento sobre una familia no tradicional
que un nifio dijo que eran Unicos y que eso

era muy bueno.
BPN: Muchas gracias por su tiempo.

Ms. Varieur: Es un placer.
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2 Seaside Holiday Crossword : | GRADEICLUSTERIDEPT WISH DESCRPTION AMOUNT
5 2 3 DOWN: h Kindergarten Green Meadows farm trip 1,230
I They swim in ﬂ First Grade Weekly Readers; Website subscription 800
(TN the seaand have 3| Second Grade Non-fiction bks & social studies materials 1,330
= e S ;clales. h : Third Grade Weekly Readers; Social Studies materials(books) 736
t may have Fourth Grade New Victory tix & DVDs 660
o 7 sails or oars. WA | Science (incl. 5th grade)  Push cart; science materials 991
(18 3 Watc: him = | K _ 4 Classroom libraries Non-fiction books 699
scurry down a ; Fifth Grade New Vic tix ; NYC Opera 1,850
= — - Lu;I:e. . Sixth Grade Circle Line; Bronx Zoo 1,000
arry your N | Seventh Grade WNBA trip 750
- T beach things in < Eighth Grade Graduation T-shirts ; 1 Bus 2,525
- this. m IS Special Ed Ellis Island trip; Time for kids subscription 386
‘11 5 She sells " 5 -8 classroom libraries ~ Novels (Social Studies, Literature, Humanities) 249
sea__ on the Intervention (AIS K-4) 612
12 seashore Gym Gr. 5-8 resistance tubing 150
ACROSS 8 It feels good Recess Foam balls, supplies, etc. 540
2 Perhaps you could collect water in this? under your toes Music Portable key board & stand; Reeds for gr. 5-8 band 662
6 Wear one to keep the sun off your head! Egﬁ?& Books & subscriptions 380
7 It is yellow and sandy. & = 490
10 Dry yourself with this. %‘ Counseling Games, manipulatives 110
11 I hope this is out for your holiday! @ Speech Texts 214
12 This might take you for a ride on the beach. TOTAL WISH LIST: 16,940
L2 . 41 GRADO/GRUPO/DPTO DESCRIPCION DESEO CANTIDAD
w Friends of 187 PA G;‘ant Writing Pre K Libros; libros GRANDE 576
m=  Our inaugural year, raised over | Subcommittee proudly announces || inqergarten Excursion a granja Green Meadows 1,230
t $17,000 in just a few months. that it raiseq funds totaling Primer grado Lecturas Semanales; inscripcion a sitio de web 800
> We will have one more appeal in | $223,460 this school year: Segundo grado Libros no-ficcion & materiales de ciencias sociales 1,330
B June so please give what you can | $200,000 Out2Play (school yard || Tercer grado Lecturas Semanales; materiales de ciencias sociales 736
- and receive a tax reeipt! Mov- |renovation project due to begin Cuarto grado Boletos a Teatro Nueva Victoria y NYC Opera 660
p proj 4 A ) =
) ing forward, we will be creatinga | this summer): $15,000 Daniel gyglrjctla (+ 5&04%rado) E/_Igtenalesrdelmenmas, carreta 6%%1
" " " | Gwirtzman Movement P : ibliotecas K-4to ibros no-ficcion
< TeaTIher‘Gr:nt I:]roposal PTO:‘: $£\:v 665 Int ermc:t,jiate Schgz%;:?:er- Quinto grado Boletos a Teatro Nueva Victoria y NYC Opera 1,850
] O35 2IOWING tEACHErS to apply for | $6 X Sexto grado Zoologico de Bronx, Circle Line 1,000
significant funding for profes- School Sports: $1,200 Kindergar- |f genimg grado Viaje a WNBA 750
o sional development, enhanced ten Gardening Program (including || octavo grado Camisetas de graduacion, un autobus 2525
o programming and systemic pro- |2007-08 funding); $1,200 Bent on || EI Educacion Esp. Viaje a Isla Ellis, inscripcion Time for Kids 386
: jects to enrich our children's' Learning Yoga Program. These Bibliotecas 5-8 Novelas (ciencias sociales, literature, humanidades 249
v education. Applications will be [ funds, raised from private sources, || Intervencion (AIS K-4) _ o 612
b provided in September and re- are separate from the PA Gimnasia Grados 5-8 tuberia de Resistencia 150
viewed on a rolling basis. We budget. Please consider helping us ’\R/Iec['eo _I;_’elcl)te:js, umr?sbl faut banda musical 5.8 gég
hope to make our first grants in [ write grants next year, particularl usica £clado portable, flautas para banda musical -
g year, p Y
October. To learn more , please |if ey, Biblioteca Libros e inscripciones 380
’ . N ESL K-4 490
contact , Leonisa Ardizzone at programs continue. There are Consejeria Juegos, utiles manipulables 110
Friendsof | 87 @gmail.com or foundations with money out Habla Textos 214
s visit www.friendsof87.org. there! TOTAL LISTA DE DESEOS 16,940
|'=" Amigos(as) de 187 | Propuestas I.S. Music Art Fest | Festival de Musica y
Nuestro afio inaugural recaudo | El subcomité tiene el orgullo de | was held May 19: “Ready, Set, Arte de 1a Esc. Int.
v g g Y y
b4 mas de $17,000 en solo unos anunciar que recaudo un total Summer”. Ms. Daskaris and Ms. | Tomo lugar el 19 de mayo—
Wy meses Tendremos una cam- de $223,460 este a.ﬁ,o: $200,900 Robinson directed the show, ”En sus marcas, listos,
pafia mas en junio, asi que por | Out2Play (renovacion del patio | featuring 8th graders thinking verano!”. Ms. Daskaris y Ms.
s favor df’— lo que pueda y reciba esco.lar.), $1 5'009 programa de about graduation and summer Robinson dirigieron el show
un recibo de impuesto! Vamos | movimiento Daniel Gewirtzman; | yacation. 8th grade rock band que se trato de estudiantes de
£ 2 crearun proceso que permita :$;6f’060 Pr';°g'|’f"g'a lcleportlvo de “F-Minus” opened the show. octavo pensando en su gradua-
TT] a maestros(as) prsth’ar solici- arter dSC .°C: 208 a escuela 'dn' The 1.S. Choir sang summer- cion y el verano. Grupo de
w tgdes para capacn'ja'cmn profes- .tergje 'a; j ,k’ dprogrl;ama € themed selections, lead by Mr. rock “F-Minus” abrio el show.
i sional, programacion acrecen- l(?r:cllse;:doefo:\nd;sriz 2'3(;‘07_ Jennings on guitar. A Hawaiin- El coro canto canciones con el
) tado y proyectos especiales. El v shirted Mr. Leone directed the | Sr. Jennings en guitarra. El Sr.
formulario se distribuira en 2008); $1,200 programa de yoga 6th. 7th & 8th ; Leoni dirigio | d
. “« o b grade bands in eoni dirigio los grupos de
< Septiembre y propuestas seran Bent on Learning.” Estos fon- .
! ) playing the Beach Boys and 6to, 7mo y 8vo tocando mu-
) revisados continuamente. Es- dos, recaudados de recursos ;
=nte. vad del } other summer tunes. The sum- sica de los Beach Boys. El tema
B=  peramos hacer las primeras Rhilvacosfsonjapanteldelpiest
P P mer theme was displayed in de verano estuvo mostrado en
becas en Octubre. Para apren- puesto de la AP. Por favor con- play -
[l ’ sidere ayudar el ano que entra artwork that students created el arte que crearon estudi-
= der mas, favor de contactar a Y q ! N
U Leonisa Ardi escribiendo solicitudes especial- | under the direction of Ms. antes bajo la direccion de Ms.
< friendsof 187 or programa continuar. great time was had by all! dos se diviertieron muchisimo!
www.fri of 187.org




: PA Board 2009-10

. ) )
= Please welcome next year’s Parents
-

= Association Executive Board:

= Francesca DiMauro— President

« Kathy Brito— V.P. LS.

= Susan Rosenberg—V.P. E.S .

= Juan Carlos Brito—Treasurer

= Ana Hernandez —Recording Sec’y
E Susan Saar—Communications Sec’y

E Please Note: CEC Delegate/ Alter-
= nate positions are still available.

EEI Proximo Consejo
: Ejecutivo de la
: Asociacion de Padres

= Francesca DiMauro: Presidente
. Kathy Brito: Vice Presidente
Escuela Intermedia
Susan Rosenberg: Vice Presidente
Escuela Primaria
Juan Carlos Brito: Tesorero
Ana Hernandez: Secretaria de Actas
Susan Saar: Secretaria de
Comunicaciones
ODAVIA HAY PUESTOS DE
ELEGADO/ALTERNOS AL CEC
assssEEmmmssssssEEEnnnnnnnl
P.S./1.S. 187
HUDSON CLIFFS SCHOOL

—

349 Cabrini Boulevard

New York, New York 10040
School: 212-927-8218

PA Voicemail: 212-465-7517

Yisit us online at

www.psli87pa.com
PA E-group: to subscribe, send
a blank message to: ps187pa-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com
along with your name, child’s full

name, grade, and room number.

Backpack News
Backpack News is a monthly publi-
cation of the Parents’ Association of
Hudson Cliffs School P.S./IS. 187.
Its purpose is to inform parents of
events at the school and the PA,
volunteer opportunities, and other
important information in a timely

manner.

Francesca DiMauro— President
Kathy Brito— V.P. LS.

Ivelisse Suarez-Levine—V.P. ES .
Juan Carlos Brito—Treasurer
Kirsten Cowal—Recording Sec’y
Susan Saar—Communications Sec’y
Chris Kapetanos—CEC Delegate

Please submit information for the
newsletter to Communications
Secretary Susan Saar through the PA
Mailbox in the Main Office, or send
an e-mail to:
comsec@ps|87pa.com

The submission deadline is appx. the
Ist of every other month; the next

deadline is October Ist, 2009

PA General Meeting Minutes
Ms. Chory announced that 79% of students
were on or above grade level on the ELA
exam, an | 1% increase from last year. The
school budget will suffer a $300,000 cut next
year. The Department of Education is imple-
menting a new online system in which parents
will be able to access their children’s test
scores. Parents will be receiving letters

shortly.

Nominations for the PA and SLT elections
were read and taken. The candidates for the
PA were: President — Francesca Di Mauro,
Vice President Elementary School — Susan
Rosenberg, Vice President Intermediate
School — Kathy Brito, Treasurer — Carlos
Brito, Communications Secretary — Susan Saar
and Recording Secretary — Ana Cecilia Her-
nandez. The uncontested slate was elected by
acclamation. The position of CEC delegate will
remain vacant until a candidate can be re-

cruited.

The candidates for the SLT are: Kathy Brito,
Lars Hanson, Ana Cecilia Hernandez, Jared
Levin, Daniel Levy, Haydee Lorenzo, Sue Seit-
ner and Victoria Frye. This election will be

held on June 10

James Goldwasser reported that the School
Leadership Team agreed on a mission state-
ment with the assistance of members of the

Children’s First Empowerment Network and
the Department of Education. He also an-
nounced that next year one of the kindergar-
ten classrooms will be a CTT (collaborative
team teaching) class due to the number of
entering students with Individualized Educa-
tion Plans.

Committee Chairs Needed

Parent volunteers are needed to serve as chairs or
co-chairs for the following PA Committees: Fund-
raising, Community Liaison and Hospitality. These
are long-standing Committees and chairs/co-chairs
will sit on the Executive Board as non-voting mem-
bers. Please consider volunteering for one of these
positions! Chairs oversee all events for their com-
mittees throughout the year. As described at the
May 28 PA meeting , these volunteers work with
the school and have the guidance and the support
from the PA's Executive Board, as well as the Office
of Family Engagement, to ensure that events con-
form to the Chancellor's regulations and our PA by-
laws. Volunteers are also needed to coordinate
individual fundraising events next year. Fundraising
at our school has never been more crucial! To get
involved to make your child's school a better place,
please send an e-mail to ssnsr|06@gmail.com.
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Notas de 1a Reunion de 1a AP

La Sra. Chory anunci6 que el 79% de los
estudiantes obtuvieron resultados en o arriba
de nivel en el examen ELA. El presupuesto de
la escuela sera reducida $300,000 el ano en-
trante. El Departamento de Educacion esta
implementando un sistema virtual que per-
mitira a padres ver las notas de sus hijos en
los examenes. Padres recibiran cartas proxi-
mamente.

Se leyeron y tomaron nominaciones para las
elecciones para la AP y el ELE. Los candidatos
para la AP fueron: Presidente—Francesca Di
Mauro, Vice Presidente Escuela Primaria—
Susan Rosernberg, Vice Presidente Escuela
Intermedia—Kathy Brito, Tesorero—Carlos
Brito, Secretaria de Comunicaciones—Susan
Saar y Secretaria de Actas—Ana Cecilia Her-
nandez. No se necesitara tener elecciones ya
que ninguno de los puestos tiene mas de un
candidato. El puesto para delegado y alternos
del CEC estan abierto.

Los candidatos para el ELE son: Kathy Brito,
Lars Hanson, Ana Cecilia Hernandez, Jared
Levin, Daniel Levy, Haydee Lorenzo, Sue Seit-
ner y Victoria Frye. Estas elecciones tomaran
lugar el 10 de junio.

James Goldwasser anuncio que el ELE com-
plet6 una declaracion de vision para la escuela
con la asistencia de miembros de la Red de
Empoderamiento “Ninos(as) Primero” y el
Departamento de Educacion. Anuncio tambien
que en el ano entrante uno de los salones de
clase de kindergarten estara bajo la modalidad
de “ensenanza colaborativo en equipo” debido
al numero de estudiantes nuevos con Pro-
gramas Individualizadas de Educacion.

Posiciones de encargados de comites
Se necesitan padres voluntarios para actuar como
encargados(as) (solos(as) o con otro padre) para los
siguientes comites: Recaudacion de Fondos, Enlace
con la Comunidad y Hospitalidad. Todos son comites
de larga duracion de la Asociacion de Padres y los
encargados(as) seran miembros del consejo ejecutivo
sin privilegio de votar. Segun lo descrito en la reunion
general de la AP el 28 de mayo, estos voluntarios
trabajaran con la escuela y tendran el respaldo de los
miembros del consejo ejecutivo de la AP asi como de
la Oficina de Compromiso con Familias para asegurar
que todos eventos esten en conformidad con las re-
glas del canciller y nuestros propios reglamentos.
También necesitamos voluntarios para coordinar
eventos individuales de recaudacion de fondos el afio
que entra. Recaudacion de fondos nunca ha sido mas
importante! Para involucrarse por favor mande un
mensaje de correo electronico a ssnsrl06@gmail.com




